PROPHET   OF  NEW  REVELATION

day and generation that little can be added even now
to his conception.

He had advanced one step beyond Swedenborg,
though he had not Swedenborg's mental equipment
with which to marshal his results. Swedenborg had
seen a heaven and hell, even as Davis saw it and has
described it with fuller detail. Swedenborg did not,
however, get a clear vision of the position of the dead
and the true-nature of the spirit world with the possi-
bility of return as it was revealed to the American
seer. This knowledge came slowly to Davis. His
strange interviews with what he described as " mate-
rialized spirits " were exceptional things, and he drew
no common conclusions from them. It was later when
he was brought into contact with actual spiritual
phenomena that he was able to see the full meaning of
them. This contact was not established at Rochester,
but rather at Stratford in Connecticut, where Davis
was a witness of the Poltergeist phenomena which
broke out in the household of a clergyman, Dr.
Phelps, in the early months of 1850. A study of
these led him to write a pamphlet, " The Philosophy
of Spiritual Intercourse," expanded afterwards to a
book which contains much which the world has not
yet mastered. Some of it, in its wise restraint, may
also be commended to some Spiritualists. " Spiritu-
alism is useful as a living demonstration of a future
existence," he says. " Spirits have aided me many
times, but they do not control either my person or my
reason. They can and do perform kindly offices for
those on earth. But benefits can only be secured on
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